PTA Meeting Minutes
Thursday 3rd September 2026
Venue: Great Berry Primary School
Next Meeting: Thursday 24th September 2026 at 7:00pm, in the demountable
1. Attendance
Present:
Glen S, Debbie S, Vikki B, Kelly M, Vicky S, Rebecca H, Katie H, Laura G, Kristina P,                       Holly M, Lucy M, Jenni P, Bryony W, Shelly C, Mr Pye, Sara M, Emma Q, Gemma J,                  Natalie A, Ava C
Apologies:
April B, Kayleigh LM
2. PTA Funding and Approvals
The following yellow forms was discussed and approved and signed off:
Year 6 Leavers' Hoodies (last year): £1,197.82
Year 6 Leavers' Trophies/Awards (last year): £42.49
Sunshine badges, stars and certificates for this year: £138.63
The Gruffalo books x 8: £59.92 years EYS,1,2,3 
Music tuition for Years 3, 4, 5 and 6: £529.25
It was discussed that Essex County Council previously funded the music lessons, but this funding is no longer available. The school does not currently have the budget to cover the cost, so the PTA has agreed to fund the music tuition.
The music lessons will run in school time and one year 4 will showcase a concert around Christmas time.
Mr Pye explained that Great Berry receives limited funding due to its postcode area and therefore relies heavily on the PTA. Many additional resources and activities would not be affordable without PTA support. All staff greatly appreciate the PTA's contribution and the positive impact it has on the children.
The PTA raised approximately £19.2k last year.
Approval process:
Purchases under £250 on a yellow form can be approved via the core. 
Purchases over £250 require approval from the full PTA committee.
3. Sport Funding
It was noted that sport funding has been reduced from approximately £20,000 per year to £8,000.
As a result, sports clubs taking place before and after school will need to be paid for by parents.
4. School Disco – 16th October
The school disco will take place on Friday 16th October and will also be a non-uniform day. Closing date on PTA events Sunday 11th October at 10pm 
Years 1 and 2: 3:30pm–4:30pm
Years 3 and 4: 5:00pm–6:30pm
Years 5 and 6: 7:00pm–8:30pm
Early Years: Disco to take place during the school day
The committee agreed to continue with the October date and timings.
5. Little Recyclers Clothing Collection
The next Little Recyclers clothing collection will take place on Wednesday 4th November.
6. Christmas Bazaar
6th November: Christmas Bazaar donation day Non Uniform 
16th November: Preparation night/days begin
27th November: Christmas wreath-making event
29th November: Christmas Bazaar
Unfortunately, there will be no Father Christmas at this year's Christmas Bazaar as he has moved away.
VB will speak to Mrs Cranstone about the possibility of arranging a Mrs Cranstone story reading and biscuit decorating activity, potentially organised into timeslots and groups.
At the next PTA meeting, the committee will discuss which games and activities will be included at the Christmas Bazaar.
7. Christmas Events
6th December: Closing date for Christmas Gift Sale orders at 10pm 
8th December: Pantomime Trip years 1-6 funded by the PTA
11th December: Christmas Gift Sale. Closing date Sunday 6th December at 10pm 
11th December: Early Years film afternoon
18th December: Christmas carols in the playground
The PTA will sell refreshments at the Christmas carols.
Any volunteers helping with the school pantomime and any in school events will need to have a valid enhanced DBS check.
8. Crazy Hair Day
Crazy Hair Day will be moved into Term 2.
9. Pumpkin Event
An idea was presented by the PTA's florist for an adult-and-child pumpkin carving workshop.
The proposed cost was £33 per adult and child, including one pumpkin and decorations. Additional pumpkins would cost £8 each, with decorations charged separately.
After discussion, the committee felt that the overall cost would be too high, particularly as the event would need to cover its costs and generate funds for the PTA. The workshop idea was therefore not taken forward.
Instead, a pumpkin carving competition was suggested:
£1 entry fee per child
Children submit a photograph of their carved pumpkin
Winners will be selected by the PTA
The competition could be incorporated into the PTA events programme
10. PTA Shoppers and Stock Take
Katie H has agreed to become a PTA shopper and will be added to the shoppers' group chat.
All existing shoppers are happy to remain on the chat.
A stock take must be completed at the end of September to establish what items and stock remain in the PTA cupboard.
All shoppers have been asked to start shopping around for items for the Christmas Gift Sale.
11. Actions
	Action
	Person Responsible
	Deadline

	Speak to Mrs Cranstone regarding story-reading and biscuit decorating
	Vikki B
	Next meeting

	Discuss Christmas Bazaar games and activities
	PTA Committee
	Next meeting

	Add Katie H to shoppers' chat
	PTA
	ASAP

	Complete PTA cupboard stock take
	Shoppers/PTA
	End of September

	Begin sourcing Christmas Gift Sale items
	All shoppers
	Ongoing

	Arrange DBS-checked helpers for school pantomime
	PTA
	Before 8th December

	Consider pumpkin carving competition
	PTA Committee
	TBC


12. Next Meeting
Thursday 24th September 2026 at 7:00pm
Venue: Demountable
