
Great Berry Primary School

Autumn Parent Information Meeting 
Years 2, 3 and 4

15th September 2026 9.00am



Agenda
• Introductions

• Phase Overview

• Staffing Update

• Website and information

• Statutory Assessments at Primary School

• Year 2, 3 and 4 assessments

• 2026 Key Data

• Key Priorities (School Development Plan) 2026-2027

• Budget and PTA

• Reminders

• CRESCO Multi-Academy Trust Update

• Term dates 26/27 and 27/28

• Key Events for Years 2, 3 and 4

• Questions



Years 2, 3 and 4: Phase Leader Miss Cook

Class Teacher PPA Cover Other Adults MDA Governor

Puffins Mrs Bennett
Mrs Lee

Tuesday PM

Miss Wickham  Mrs Brooks

Mrs Holloran  Mrs Rayner

Mrs Cooper  Mrs Townsend

Miss Surridge

Mrs Browne

Mrs Postica
Mr Houchell

Kingfishers Miss Cook
Mrs Moore

Tuesday

Miss Weir  Miss Wickham

Mrs Jones  Mrs Rayner

Miss Johnson (Montgomery)

Mrs Khan

Miss Lucas
Mr Houchell

Doves Mrs Shardlow
Miss Lucas

Tuesday PM
Mrs Rayner

Mrs Roberts

Mrs Bulat Mrs Mitchell

Nightingales

Mrs Holland – Mon

Miss Fleming

Tue-Fri

Mrs Freeman

Tuesday PM

Mrs Peachey

Miss Wickham
Mrs Rayner Mrs Mitchell

Kites Miss Crowe
Mrs Lee

Friday 10.30-

Mrs Roberts

Mrs Khan

Miss Williams

Mrs Browne

Mrs Jones
Mrs Sawyer

Hawks

Miss Porter – Mon

Miss Hernandez

Tue-Fri

Miss Lucas Mon 
2.30

Mrs Penfold

Fri PM

Mrs Rayner

Mrs Brooks

Mrs Holloran

Mrs Lumm Mrs Sawyer



Staff 2026-2027
• Miss Curno has joined us as a teacher in Year 6

• Miss Surridge, Miss Westbrook and Mrs Reynolds 
have joined our LA team. Other LA’s have increased 
their hours

• Mrs Bulat has joined our MDA team

• Dan Wolfendale and Kian French from Bright Boots 
are providing 7 extra-curricular PE clubs. The 
£20,000 Sports Premium grant we used to receive 
from the government is being cut – no longer able to 
fund our BrightBoots clubs so unfortunately having to 
charge parents.



Website/Info
• Relaunched in 2026 – same provider now used 

across 4 trust schools
• Curriculum Overviews
• Weekly Overviews 
• Homework – Thursday - Tuesday
• Calendar – Can link to phones
• Policies – Admissions, Uniform, Behaviour, Term 

dates
• Follow us on twitter: @greatberryps (1654 

followers)
• Schoolsbuddy for most communication
• Weekly Berry Bulletin sent on a Friday afternoon



Website/Info
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Statutory and Optional Assessments at Primary School

Year Group Assessment Date Details

EYFS Baseline assessment (RBA)
Within 6 weeks 
of start date

Assessments against statements from 
the EYFS curriculum. 

EYFS End of EYFS July

Children assessed against 17 
areas of development – will be 

graded emerging or expected at 
end of EYFS.

Year 1
Year 2

Phonic Screening June 14-18
Children asked to read 40 real 
and pseudo words. Pass mark 

2025 was 32

Year 2 Optional SATS May

Reading (2 papers)
Maths (2 papers) 

Writing (TA)
Science (TA)

Year 4
Times Tables Test

(Tear 4 MTC)
June

Online tables test -  25 random 
tables questions, 6 seconds to 

answer.

Year 6 SATS May 10-13 

Reading
Spelling

Punctuation & Grammar
Maths (3 Papers)

Writing (TA)
Science (TA)



Year 2, 3 and 4 Assessments

Year Group Autumn Spring Summer

Year 2

Testbase assessments in 
Reading, GPS and Maths. 
Teacher assessment in 

Writing
November/December

Testbase assessments in 
Reading, GPS and Maths. 
Teacher assessment in 

Writing
March

Y2 Optional tests in 
Reading, GPS and Maths. 

(May)
Teacher assessment in 
Writing and all other 

subjects.
May/June

June – Phonic Screening

Year 3

Testbase assessments in 
Reading, GPS and Maths. 
Teacher assessment in 

Writing
November/December

Testbase assessments in 
Reading, GPS and Maths. 
Teacher assessment in 

Writing
March

Testbase assessments in 
Reading, GPS and Maths. 
Teacher assessment in 
Writing and all other 

subjects.
May/June

Year 4

Testbase assessments in 
Reading, GPS and Maths. 
Teacher assessment in 

Writing
November/December

Testbase assessments in 
Reading, GPS and Maths. 
Teacher assessment in 

Writing
March

Testbase assessments in 
Reading, GPS and Maths. 
Teacher assessment in 
Writing and all other 

subjects.
May/June

June - MTC



Testbase Assessments

• Introduced during last academic year
• NFER tests used were quite old and some results 

were not in line with formal Y6 SATS and teacher 
assessment results

• Testbase updated every term and mirror style of 
KS1 Optional and KS2 Statutory tests

• Children in years 1-5 will take them in Autumn, 
Spring and Summer

• Test results from Spring and Summer will form the 
basis of what is reported to parents mid year and in 
end of year reports

• All pupils across 4 trust schools and one other 
school will take same tests at same time to allow for 
cross MAT data analysis, comparison and 
moderation.
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School Data 2026

Great Berry 2026 National 2026 Difference

EYFS GLD 74% 72% +2

Y1 Phonics 73% 82% -9

Y2 Phonics 95% 91% +4

Year 4 MTC Full Marks 42% (25%) 37% +5

Year 4 Average MTC score 21.1 (18.8)

Y6 Reading 77% 75% +2

Y6 SPaG 77% 74% +3

Y6 Maths 79% 75% +4

Y6 Writing 71% 73% -2

Y6 R/W/M Combined 65% 63% +2

Y6 Reading ≥110 31% 30% +1

Y6 SPaG ≥110 35% 30% +5

Y6 Maths ≥110 29% 27% +2

Y6 Writing at ‘Greater Depth’ 8% 13% -5



Key Priorities for 2026-2027 
• Complete TPP training

• Implement new PSHE scheme of work across Y1-6

• Prepare for new PE scheme which will launch in 
September 2027

• Improve attainment in Maths across the school

• Introduce new assessment system for foundation 
subjects

• Implement any statutory training and legislation 
(Benedicts Law, Safeguarding, AI and GDPR)

• Engage in Walkthru programme across the MAT



Budget, PTA and Fundraising
• Continue to be lowest funded school in trust

• Rely on additional funding – wraparound, holiday clubs and external 
lettings

• PTA raised £27,500 for school last year

Great Berry CRESCO Sch 2 CRESCO Sch 3 CRESCO Sch 4

Per pupil 
funding

£6276 £8129 £6952 £6805

Difference £1853 £676 £529

Difference 
X426

£789,378 £287,976 £225,354

% of budget 
from DFE

91% 99% 96% 95%



Budget 



Reminders
• Uniform – jewellery (watches and stud earrings only) no earrings 

during PE, shoes – not trainers, no nail varnish, shirts tucked in, 
plain socks and no excessive hair furniture.

• We have lots of lost property, the vast majority is not named 
and we only have a limited amount of storage space.

• Read regularly with children at home and sign reading records – 
remember the importance of understanding, inference and 
deduction – ask lots of questions. 

• Homework – Thursday – Tuesday system

• Holidays in term time are illegal and can result in fines of 
£80/£160 per parent, per pupil and more importantly will 
obviously have an impact on their learning.

• SchoolsBuddy –Clubs, messages, parent consultations, booking 
for events.



Reminders
• Year 4 can come to school in kit on PE days – Hawks (Mon and Fri) Kites 

(Wed and Thu)

• Pupils can ride their bikes to school but need to complete a cycle permit 
form first. No scooters or bikes to be ridden in school grounds.

• Only EYFS and Y1 pupils in school between 8.30-8.40. Y2-Y6 is 8.40-
8.50. Teachers running clubs, preparing lessons and not in classrooms. 
Some Y2-Y6 children arriving  early and making it very congested 
around the entrance doors before school.

• All snacks at Breaktime should be healthy (Fruit/Vegetable) This is in 
line with KS1 and the other schools in the trust.

• If your child is in Years 3-6, please keep their dinner money balance 
topped up. If balance drops they cannot order and have to come out of 
class then we have to ring you!

• School can only administer antibiotics if they have been prescribed 4 
times a day. Medication has to be in the original packaging and clearly 
labelled. A form needs to be completed and medication handed to a 
member of the office staff.

• No medication should go directly to class.



CRESCO Multi Academy Trust

• 5th local school in process of submitting a formal application to 
join the trust

• Recent OFSTED inspections for Janet Duke (June/July) and 
Noak Bridge (last week!)

• Mr Pye working at Ghyllgrove ½ day per fortnight and 
continuing role as CEO of trust for 1 day per week

• Regular cross MAT events for pupils and staff. Coding, 
Spelling Bee and Tag Rugby planned for Autumn term

• Cross MAT INSET day being held on November 2nd
• Regular CROSS MAT staff meetings and greater financial 

savings made as more contracts are shared across trust 
schools (HR, assessment software, insurance)

• www.crescomat.co.uk

http://www.crescomat.co.uk/
http://www.crescomat.co.uk/


Term Dates – Current Academic Year



Term Dates – Next Academic Year



Key events for Years 2, 3 and 4
• 21-25 Sep Great Berry Health and Fitness Week
• 23rd Flu Vaccinations
• 29th Sep Poetry week
• 9th Oct Year 3 to British Museum
• 16 Oct PTA Discos
• Autumn  Parent Consultations (20/22 Oct)
• 22nd Oct Individual Photos
• 13 Nov Children in Need
• 9-13 November Anti Bullying week
• 29th Nov PTA Christmas Bazaar
• Wk Beg 30th Nov – Year 2 Christmas Production
• 7-11 December Christmas Cultural Week
• 8th Dec– Years 1-6 to Towngate Theatre – Aladdin
• 10th Dec Year 4 to the Ragged School Victorian Museum
• 18th Dec Christmas lunch and Christmas Jumper Day
• 18-22 Jan Great Berry Science week
• 5th Feb Year 3 Class Assemblies
• 9th Feb World Safer Internet Day
• 11th Feb Year 3 Portals to the Past Stone Age Day
• 8-12 March Celebration of Reading Week with 12th March World Book Day
• 23rd and 25th March Spring Term Parent Consultations
• TBC 4or5or6 May Year 4 Choir perform at Towngate 
• 27th May Year 4 to Colchester Castle
• 14-17th June Year 4 MTC and Y2 Phonics
• 18th June Sports Day and Family Picnic
• Wk beg 28th June Year 2-Year 3 Transition meeting
• 16th July – Year 2 Graduations
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