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Great Berry Primary School
Overview
	Detail
	Information

	Academic year that this summary covers
	2026-2027

	Date this summary was published
	Sept. 2025

	Date this summary will be reviewed
	July 2027

	Name of the school music lead
	Mrs. Sarah King

	Name of school leadership team member with responsibility for music (if different)
	

	Name of local music hub 
	Essex Music Hub

	Name of other music education organisation(s) (if partnership in place) 
	Music Mark; Charanga



This is a summary of how our school delivers music education to all our pupils across three areas – curriculum music, co-curricular provision and musical experiences – and what changes we are planning in future years. This information is to help pupils and parents or carers understand what our school offers and who we work with to support our pupils’ music education. 
[bookmark: _Toc357771640][bookmark: _Toc346793418]Part A: Curriculum music
This is about what we teach in lesson time, how much time is spent teaching music and any music qualifications or awards that pupils can achieve.
	Music is taught in class every week and is informed by the model music curriculum (March 2021). Lessons are a minimum of 40 minutes and are taught by class teachers or a music specialist. Teaching is supported by specialist planning written by either the Music Lead, the class teacher or the Charanga original scheme. 
Our music curriculum allows: 
 Pupils to develop their performance skills through learning to play tuned and untuned instruments, singing a variety of songs and rehearsing and performing with others 
 Pupils to develop their composing skills through creating musical patterns and exploring and organising sounds and learning to record these in a variety of ways 
 Pupils to learn to analyse and compare sounds, explore ideas and make improvements to their work, building on their appraising skills 
 Pupils to learn to listen with increased concentration to internalise and recall sounds
Lessons with the Charanga music scheme include a variety of adult lead and child-initiated activities. Each unit of work has a cross curricular focus and a musical focus, which allows pupils to progress throughout their primary school experience. Children with SEND are individually supported in class depending on their various requirements, for example use of ear defenders when music lessons are louder than average or the  teacher’s ability to differentiate their lessons and use planning to challenge all pupils depending on their ability.
This musical learning is further supplemented by fortnightly singing assemblies in key stage 1 and 2, lasting 25 minutes. Year 5 have a half term unit of singing with the music lead (SK); year 2,3,4 and 6 have access to singing with the music lead in preparation for productions/ class assemblies.
Children in years 2, 3 and 4 learn an instrument (recorder or toot) as a whole-class ensemble taught by music specialists from Essex Music Hub. Recorders are provided by the school; toots are hired from Essex Music Hub.   Each unit lasts between 5-10 weeks and may culminate in a concert where children perform pieces together.  


[bookmark: _Toc443397160]Part B: Co-curricular music
This is about opportunities for pupils to sing and play music, outside of lesson time, including choirs, ensembles and bands, and how pupils can make progress in music beyond the core curriculum.
	At Great Berry Primary School, we currently offer individual and small-group lessons on guitar, keyboard and piano through Essex Music Hub and private teaching. Teachers visit the school and teach children in our demountable room. Pupils need to leave class lessons in order to access these lessons.
We enjoy the chance to sing at Great Berry.  Year 6 choir meet weekly from September up until the Young Voices concert (around Jan/Feb).  Attendance is optional (currently 55/62 year 6s attend choir).  Following the Young Voices concert, year 3/4 have the chance to meet weekly as a choir, up until the Basildon Music Festival in May.  Year 6 attendance at the Young Voices can be funded by the Pupil Premium provision for those pupils that are eligible. 
We work closely with Essex Music Hub to ensure we can offer the best possible music opportunities for our children. We rent class sets of toots for the year 4 lessons.  If you have an enquiry regarding instrumental lessons on offer, please visit our school office.


Part C: Musical experiences
This is about all the other musical events and opportunities that we organise, such as singing in assembly, concerts and shows, and trips to professional concerts.
	Great Berry MUSIC Vision Statement
When children leave Great Berry we want them to have found a joy of music through singing and playing instruments whilst at Primary level, and have the desire to continue along the pathway of learning more about, and appreciating music.  We would like pupils to continue to display their creativity through listening to and experiencing music, and to recognise that in addition music can support mental well-being and can generate life-long friendships. We wish for our pupils to have found a sense of the wonder of music.
Children will have the opportunity to perform or experience high quality music this academic year. Please see below for a list of those opportunities:
· Year 6 choir perform at the O2 with Young Voices
· Year 4 choir perform at the Towngate Theatre with Basildon Music Festival
· All children from EYFS to Year 6 can access live music every half term through the Essex Music Hub ‘Music Monday Live’ zoom, offering a wide range of performers from rap to opera  
· Year 2 perform a Christmas play, with singing and dancing, to the school and parents
· EYFS perform Christmas songs to their parents
· A Christmas sing-a-long is held in the playground on the last day of the autumn term, where parents, pupils and staff gather to sing a selection of songs; our PTA support this event providing mince pies and warm drinks
· Over the year EYFS, year 1, year 3, year 4 and year 5  perform a class assembly, often with singing and dancing, to the school and parents 
· Year 6 perform a production, with singing and dancing, to the school and parents (end of summer term)
· Assemblies may have a focus musical artist where pupils listen to, or sing along with, musical pieces ranging from more modern music, to seasonal songs (Christmas, autumn, Easter etc.) to classical orchestral pieces
· Following the enjoyment of a Christmas singing assembly in Dec 24, from Feb 2025, all pupils will have had a fortnightly singing assembly with the Music Lead.
· Great Berry takes part in cross-MAT musical days


In the future
This is about what the school is planning for subsequent years.
	
· Great Berry to actively support the instrumental teachers; to encourage a greater uptake of pupils enjoying lessons on the guitar, piano and keyboard.  Music Lead to support an annual concert to parents with these pupils, showcasing their skills and promoting a greater desire to learn an instrument.  This could take place on the school Open Evening night.
· Teaching staff to continue to use the Charanga music scheme; Music Lead to ensure consistency and progression from EYFS through to Year 6, as Great Berry uses some units from Charanga in addition to their own units such as the History of Music and performance singing.
· Continuation of fortnightly singing assemblies in KS1 and KS2, to encourage a greater love of the benefits of singing for well-being in addition to improving musical knowledge.
· Continue to encourage staff to access the ‘Music Mondays Live’ performances to showcase a range of music genres to the children; selected units are also specifically designed for SEN pupils.
· Music Lead to look into the possibility of developing a dedicated music teaching space for use by ensembles and class curriculum lessons, if the demountable block is to be re-built/ re-developed.  This is not imminent.
· Music Lead to build greater relationships with music leads across the MAT 
(4 schools)
· The Music Lead writes an annual action plan for Music, updated termly, with a number of aims; this is discussed termly with a curriculum group of staff and Governors.


Further information (optional)
	What are Music Hubs?
A Music Hub is a partnership coordinated by a Hub Lead Organisation (HLO), that is responsible for supporting, delivering and enabling high quality music education for children and young people within a local area. 
The Hub programme funds a network of 43 Hub partnerships which cover every area of England. The Arts Council delivers the Hub programme on behalf of the Department for Education. 
Hubs play a critical role in fulfilling the vision and goals as set out in the 2022 National Plan for Music Education (NPME) The power of music to change lives. 
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