
For Y6 Children Starting Secondary School in 
September 2027

Friday 18th September 2026

Great Berry Primary School - Part of CRESCO Multi Academy Trust





Admissions September 2027

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Q0a8fi06WKY


Key Dates
 12th September 2026– Admission window opened
 Online application facility
 September 11+ Examinations
 12th October 11+ Results sent to parents via email
 (Results will be sent out by email to all candidates after the close of 

business on 12th October. Please allow 24 hours for receipt. )

 31st October – Application Deadline
 1st    March – National Offer Date
 13th April – deadline to make an appeal
 April – July – Appeals heard

https://www.essex.gov.uk/apply-for-a-secondary-school-place
https://www.essex.gov.uk/apply-for-a-secondary-school-place


CAFs, SIFs and Specialist 
aptitude/ability criterion
 Common application form – completed online 

(99%) or download form from website

 Make sure you receive an acknowledgement

 Supplementary Information Form for some 
schools – will be mentioned in the individual 
admissions policy

 Specialist aptitude/ability criterion

 Check individual schools admission policies.



Completing the CAF
 Details are checked – explains about moving house 

and dual addresses on website

 Late applications go to the bottom of the pile 
regardless of other criteria

 Make up to 6 choices

 CAF can be used for schools outside Essex 
(Havering, Thurrock, Southend)

 If you live outside Essex (Southend, Thurrock) 
you need to apply using the relevant form



Choices
 All schools (LEA and Academies) have to have set 

admission policy.

 VA/Academy – admissions controlled by governing 
body except Reception and Y6 into Y7.

 All forms go to county – each individual school’s 
admission criteria applies.

 Parents of children with EHCP can nominate school

 LAC legally have to be number 1 criteria

 Then Priority Admission (catchment) and/or Siblings

 Other categories



Children taking 11+ Tests
 Grammar schools must be put as first choices if you wish your child to 

be considered.



Admissions Criteria
 Admissions Website

 Secondary Education in Essex

 Individual School Policies

 Applications received includes all 6 choices!

 Priority Admission Area and Siblings

 Named Schools/Religious Grounds/Medical

 Specialist criteria/aptitude

https://www.essex.gov.uk/schools-and-learning/schools/admissions
https://www.essex.gov.uk/schools-and-learning/schools/admissions
https://www.essex.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2025-09/ECC%20Secondary%20Brochure%202026_27.pdf
https://www.essex.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2025-09/ECC%20Secondary%20Brochure%202026_27.pdf
https://www.essex.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2025-09/ECC%20Secondary%20Policies%20Directory_2026_2027.pdf
https://www.essex.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2025-09/ECC%20Secondary%20Policies%20Directory_2026_2027.pdf








Schools which require a SIF



Other Routes
 Selective schools have to go on application form

 Specialist aptitude criterion Brentwood Ursuline 
(Music) Shenfield (Sports or Performing Arts) 
Basildon Kingswood (Sports and Performing Arts) 
St Martins (Sports and Music) 

 Special Criteria – Faith Schools, Anglo European

 Private Schools



Great Berry Transfers 2019 -2026
Anglo European Mayflower

Billericay St Bernards

Brentwood County High St Martins

Bromfords St Johns

Belfairs Selwood Academy

Castledon Shenfield

Coopers Sir Thomas Moore

Chelmsford Girls High Southend Boys Grammar

Endevour Southend Girls Grammar

Gable Hall Westcliff Girls

James Hornsby Westcliff Boys

King Edward Grammar Woodlands

Beauchamps De La Salle

Brentwood School New Hall



FitzWimarc

Sweyne

Basildon Academy

St Cleres

Colchester County High for Girls

Appleton

Beaulieu Park

Great Berry Transfers 2019 -2026



Key Information
 Open Days/Evenings – try to go with children. 

 Virtual Tours – look on websites

 Let School know if visits are during day ‘Educated 
off-site’ – try to limit number of visits 

 Number of Visits, Date of Application, ‘I know the 
Headteacher’, I went there when I was at school – 
Does Not Influence Decision

 All applications handled by ECC



Key Documents/Sites
 Secondary Education in Essex Documents (on 

Great Berry Website)

 Essex Admissions Website

 CAFs and SIFs
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